














Women on Top: LGBTQI Women in the Workplace  
& LGBTQI+ Resilience with Black Pride UK
Phyll Opoku-Gyimah

Workplace Harassment & No More. 
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Do Women Dream of a Different Future?  
Women and Science Fiction

Muslim Girls Fence
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Ahdaf Soueif and 
Jacqueline Rose in 
Conversation
Listen to two legendary 
thinkers, activists, 
feminists and friends 
catch up and discuss their 
latest thoughts and ideas. 
Ahdaf Soueif is an Egyptian 
novelist and political and 
cultural commentator; 
Jacqueline Rose is an 
academic internationally 
known for her writing on 
feminism, psychoanalysis, 
literature and politics.
11.30am – 12.30pm  
St Paul’s Roof Pavilion, Level 6, 
Royal Festival Hall

WOW PASS

LIPS 
Check out LIPS, a trans-
inclusive all-woman choir 
based in London. For 
this performance, they 
celebrate the music of Amy 
Winehouse – in their own 
inimitable style.
12.40pm – 1.10pm 
2.15pm – 2.45pm 
Riverside Terrace Cafe, 
Royal Festival Hall

FREE

Muslim Girls Fence
Watch a fencing 
demonstration by rising 
stars before picking 
up a foil to take part 
yourself. Muslim Girls 
Fence is a collaboration 
between Maslaha and 
British Fencing, aiming to 
challenge misperceptions 
of young Muslim women by 
tapping into the confidence 
and resilience-building 
associated with fencing.
12.40pm – 1.10pm 
4pm – 4.30pm  
Central Bar Foyer, Level 2,  
Royal Festival Hall

FREE

NOMAD
A performance of poetry 
and music from NOMAD, 
a community organisation 
working with young people 
from refugee and migrant 
backgrounds.
12.40pm – 1.10pm 
Blue Side Foyers, Level 5,  
Royal Festival Hall

FREE

Let’s Be Clear  
About Consent
No means no. There should 
be no room for debate 
over whether a drink, a 
short skirt or a long-term 
relationship leaves space 
for it to mean ‘yes’. Our 
panel of experts discuss 
what consent is, what it 
isn’t and how we make sure 
that we are aware of the 
rules.
1.15pm – 2.15pm  
White Room, Level 1,  
Royal Festival Hall

WOW PASS

Do Women Dream  
of a Different Future? 
Women and  
Science Fiction
From the The Handmaid’s 
Tale to Noughts & Crosses, 
women’s writing has always 
drawn on history to imagine 
different futures. We hear 
from the women who rule 
sci-fi and fantasy right now 
to help us imagine a gender-
equal world. Speakers 
include: Fiona Sampson, 
poet and author of In Search 
of Mary Shelley: The Girl 
Who Wrote Frankenstein; 
writer G X Todd; Leila Abu 
El Hawa, Organiser of the 
Post-Apocalyptic Book Club 
and Dark Societies; and 
author Stephanie Saulter. 
Chaired by Una McCormack, 
author and academic.
1.15pm – 2.15pm 
Blue Bar, Level 4,  
Royal Festival Hall 

WOW PASS

Privilege 101 
Most people have enjoyed 
some kind of unearned leg 
up in their lives, whether it’s 
being white, straight, non-
disabled, cis-gendered, 
or speaking the national 
language of the country we 
live in. What does it mean 
to have ‘privilege’, why is it 
so hard to acknowledge, 
and what responsibilities 
come with it? Speakers 
include: Catherine Mayer, 
Co-Founder of the Women’s 
Equality Party; academic 
Dr Nicola Rollock; and 
disability activist Michelle 
Daley.
1.15pm – 2.15pm  
St Paul’s Roof Pavilion, Level 6, 
Royal Festival Hall

WOW PASS

* No transaction fees for in-person bookings or Southbank Centre Members and Supporters Circles.  
For other bookings, transaction fees apply: £2.50 online; £3 over the phone.

27 Saturday





 

©
 Tom

 G
riffi

ths

Women in STEM: 
Speed Mentoring
Share your challenges, 
exchange ideas and explore 
different perspectives at 
a WOW speed-mentoring 
session. This session is 
aimed at women currently 
working or interested in 
STEM careers. Mentors 
in this session come from 
across the spectrum of 
STEM careers at all levels.
1.15pm – 2.15pm  
Blue Side Foyers, Level 3,  
Royal Festival Hall

FREE 

Rise Up Singing
Rise Up Singing is a 
choir made up of charity 
RISE UK’s family: their 
staff, supporters, and 
service users. RISE UK 
helps people affected by 
domestic abuse by offering 
practical solutions, shelter 
and support in Brighton, 
Hove and Sussex.
2.30pm – 2.50pm 
Green Side Foyers, Level 5, 
Royal Festival Hall

FREE

CupAware Party 
Are you cup-curious? 
Interested in using a 
menstrual cup but aren’t 
quite sure? Join the 
CupAware Party and bust 
period taboos together. 
Learn everything you 
need to know to get cup-
confident! CupAware is a 
partnership between The 
Cup Effect and Bloody Good 
Period.
3pm – 4.30pm 
White Room, Level 1,  
Royal Festival Hall

WOW PASS

Rocket Women: 
Women in the  
Space Industry
In a year when the film 
Hidden Figures, telling 
the story of the brilliant 
African-American women 
working at NASA in the 
1960s, became one of the 
highest-grossing films 
worldwide and the ‘Women 
of NASA’ LEGO set sold out 
in a matter of days, WOW 
investigates if space is the 
final frontier for gender 
equality. Can advances 
in the culture of science 
match up with technological 
achievements? Speakers 
include: Libby Jackson, 
Human Spaceflight and 
Microgravity Programme 
Manager at the UK Space 
Agency and author of A 
Galaxy of Her Own, and Sue 
Nelson, an award-winning 
science journalist and 
broadcaster.
3pm – 4pm  
Blue Bar, Level 4,  
Royal Festival Hall

WOW PASS

sister-hood – LIVE
Hear from the writers of 
sister-hood, the award-
winning digital magazine 
spotlighting the fearless, 
progressive and creative 
voices of women of Muslim 
heritage. Speakers include: 
Deeyah Khan, film-maker, 
human rights activist and 
Founder of sister-hood; and 
Leyla Hussein.
3pm – 4pm  
Green Bar, Level 4,  
Royal Festival Hall

WOW PASS

WOW Bites
Come to WOW Bites for 
short talks, performances, 
readings and soapbox 
moments. Jacqueline 
Saphra performs from 
A Bargain with the Light: 
Poems After Lee Miller. 
Felicia Pennant on 
celebrating female fandom 
and the beautiful game. 
Anne Lydiat on chartering 
her own ship and exploring 
women who have sailed. 
Min Kym on discovering the 
music of her own voice.
3pm – 4pm 
Level 3 Function Room,  
Royal Festival Hall

WOW PASS 

Anita Anand on Sophia 
Duleep Singh
This is the extraordinary 
story of Sophia Duleep 
Singh. Bold and fearless, 
she was born into Indian 
royalty and devoted herself 
to fighting for women’s 
rights. Journalist Anita 
Anand unearths this story 
about the rise of women 
and the fall of empire, and 
the key role Singh played 
in the first British women 
getting the vote in the UK. 
3pm – 4pm 
St Paul’s Roof Pavilion, Level 6, 
Royal Festival Hall

WOW PASS 

Rocket Women: Women in the Space Industry
Libby Jackson

* No transaction fees for in-person bookings or Southbank Centre Members and Supporters Circles.  
For other bookings, transaction fees apply: £2.50 online; £3 over the phone.
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The Grandmothers’ 
Project Performance
See events on page 24 
(Calling All Grandmothers!) 
and page 42 (Sound 
of Memories Singing 
Workshop) for more details.
2.30pm – 2.50pm  
Blue Side Foyers, Level 5  
Royal Festival Hall

WOW PASS

PECS
PECS is a drag king 
collective that creates 
explosive cabaret variety 
shows for the queer and 
curious of London. They 
delight and challenge 
their audiences in equal 
measure, unleashing 
their inner masculinity to 
undermine the patriarchy 
with their particular brand 
of searing satire. 
2.30pm – 2.50pm 
Riverside Terrace Cafe, Level 2,  
Royal Festival Hall

4pm – 4.20pm  
Blue Side Foyers, Level 5,  
Royal Festival Hall

FREE

Abortion 
Every year, over 56 million 
women have an abortion 
around the world, with over 
half that number still done 
unsafely. As the Republic 
of Ireland move towards a 
referendum on whether to 
repeal the ban on abortion, 
our panel discuss the 
questions surrounding 
the debate. Chaired by 
Helena Kennedy QC, human 
rights barrister, writer, and 
member of the House of 
Lords.
3pm – 4pm  
Green Bar, Level 4,  
Royal Festival Hall

WOW PASS 

Your Own Personal 
Heatwave: The 
Menopause
Hot flushes, changing 
moods, loss of libido... 
the menopause has a 
bad reputation. But is the 
second half of a woman’s 
life necessarily the worst? 
Our panel discuss the 
possibility of a happy 
menopause. Speakers 
include: Eileen Bellot, 
Managing Director of 
Reclaim the Menopause, 
and Rachel Weiss, Founder 
of the Menopause Café. 
Chaired by media executive, 
producer and curator Pat 
Mitchell.
3pm – 4pm 
Marie Rambert Studio, 
Rambert

WOW PASS

Wildcard Session: 
Speed Mentoring
Share your challenges, 
exchange ideas and explore 
different perspectives at 
a WOW wildcard speed-
mentoring session. This 
final weekend session 
is open to all, for you 
to discuss whatever 
challenge you would like, 
big or small. Mentors 
come from a diverse 
range of professions and 
backgrounds. You might be 
paired with a taxi driver or a 
taxidermist, an astronaut or 
an army general. 
3pm – 4pm  
Blue Side Foyers, Level 3,  
Royal Festival Hall

FREE

Self-Care Sunday
Quiet your mind at this 
self-care workshop for 
teens and young women. 
Learn how to develop and 
maintain a self-care routine 
with activities and exercises 
led by Georgia Dodsworth, 
Founder of World of Self-
Care.
3pm – 4pm 
White Room, Level 1, 
Royal Festival Hall

WOW PASS

Give Me Shelter 
– Women and 
Homelessness
Hear from women who have 
experienced homelessness 
and the charities that 
support women and men to 
rebuild their lives. Speakers 
include: Kate Farrell, 
Director of Crisis Skylight 
Merseyside and advisor on 
homelessness to the Mayor 
of Liverpool; Catherine 
Glew, Women’s Strategy 
Manager at St Mungo’s; 
and Wanda Wyporska, 
Executive Director of the 
Equalities Trust.
1.15pm – 2.15pm  
Weston Roof Pavilion, Level 6, 
Royal Festival Hall

WOW PASS 

Badass Girls from 
History 
Get inspired by the courage, 
initiative, intelligence, 
willpower and all-round 
badassery of some of the 
greatest girls in history.
What can we learn from 
the bravery of education 
activist and Nobel Laureate 
Malala Yousafzai, or the 
creativity of Mary Shelley, 
who was only 19 when she 
wrote Frankenstein, or the 
athleticism of swimmer 
Ellie Simmonds OBE, who 
won her first Paralympic 
medal at age 13? Chaired 
by Zing Tsjeng, UK Editor of 
VICE.com’s female vertical, 
Broadly, and author of 
the book series Forgotten 
Women. Presented by 
the WOWsers, our young 
festival ambassadors.
1.15pm – 2.15pm 
Level 3 Function Room,  
Royal Festival Hall

WOW PASS

Eating Disorders – 
Beyond the Physical 
Eating disorders have the 
highest mortality rates 
among psychiatric disorder 
sufferers, who are often 
locked in a life-long battle 
with anorexia, bulimia and 
other conditions. Some 
sources suggest that 
social media and relentless 
images of women’s (and 
men’s) bodies in the media 
add so much pressure to 
the perfect body image that 
they cause eating disorders 
to rise significantly. 
Speakers include: Rosalind 
Reynolds-Grey; Facilitator 
and Ammaarah, participant 
at the charity Free Me, 
which provides free support 
to women recovering from 
eating disorders; writer 
and journalist Ruchira 
Sharma; and a speaker 
from Anorexia & Bulimia 
Care. Chaired by writer and 
journalist Bee Rowlatt.
1.15pm – 2.15pm  
Marie Rambert Studio, 
Rambert

WOW PASS 

Women, Drumbeats 
and Self-Care:  
A Twerkshop
Let go, connect with 
yourself and werk that 
waist in this combined 
twerkshop and discussion. 
Join Kelechnekoff Fitness 
founder Kelechi Okafor and 
explore West African dance 
as release and self-care. All 
dance levels and genders 
welcome.
1.15pm – 2pm  
The Clore Ballroom, Level 2, 
Royal Festival Hall
FREE

Campaigning and 
Activism: Speed 
Mentoring
Share your challenges, 
exchange ideas and explore 
different perspectives at 
a WOW speed-mentoring 
session for women who are 
interested or engaged in 
campaigning and activism. 
1.15pm – 2.15pm  
Blue Side Foyers, Level 3,  
Royal Festival Hall

FREE 

Being a Man
With ‘feminism’ named the 
word of 2017 by Merriam-
Webster, we cautiously 
look to 2018 with hope 
for ongoing activism and 
energy around the feminist 
movement. But how can 
men work to support 
feminism? Do social 
constructs of masculinity 
cloud the ability to offer this 
support? Speakers include: 
Anthony Anaxagorou, 
award-winning writer and 
poetry educator; activist 
Jayanthi Kuru-Utumpala, 
who works with men and 
boys on gender equality in 
Sri Lanka; and Jack Rooke, 
comedian, writer, and 
mental health campaigner. 
Chaired by Helena Kennedy 
QC, human rights barrister, 
writer, and member of the 
House of Lords.
1.15pm – 2.15pm  
Level 5 Function Room,  
Royal Festival Hall

WOW PASS 

* No transaction fees for in-person bookings or Southbank Centre Members and Supporters Circles.  
For other bookings, transaction fees apply: £2.50 online; £3 over the phone.
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Brand Feminism: SRSLY Podcast at WOW
 Zing Tsjeng

WOW Book Club: Sister Outsider, by Audre Lorde
Audre Lorde

Being a Man 
Anthony Anaxagorou
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Throughout  
the festival

Scar
This installation highlights 
an issue that continues 
to define the situation 
of women in the 21st 
century: violence. Based 
on testimonies of over 
800 women who live in 
Maré, Rio de Janeiro’s 
largest favela, Scar was 
created by Brazilian 
artist Bia Lessa. Scar 
is produced by People’s 
Palace Projects and 
presented by Southbank 
Centre and WOW as part of 
a research collaboration 
with Queen Mary University 
of London, King’s College 
London, Redes da Maré, 
Federal University of Rio de 
Janeiro (UFRJ), the Latin 
American Women’s Rights 
Service (LAWRS) and CASA 
Festival, with funding from 
the Economic and Social 
Research Council and the 
Newton Fund. Contains 
themes of violence, 
including sexual violence.
Thu 8 – Sun 11 Mar  
10am – 6pm 
Exhibition Space, Level 1,  
Royal Festival Hall

Exhibition tours take place 
as part of the installation on 
Fri 9 Mar (12.40pm), Sat 10 
Mar (2.30pm) & Sun 11 Mar 
(4.10pm). 

WOW Market
The WOW Market is the 
hub of the festival, home 
to carefully selected stalls 
that raise awareness, 
showcase work, offer 
workshops and sell their 
creations. It’s a central 
meeting space to find 
information, shop, network, 
and get a feel for WOW.
Fri 9 – Sun 11 Mar 
11am – 6pm  
Green Side Foyers, Level 2, 
Royal Festival Hall

WOW Pledge Wall
Have you been inspired by 
something you’ve seen or 
done at WOW? Contribute 
to the WOW Pledge Wall, or 
submit an idea for change 
to the WOW Den (see page 
49) for a chance to present 
it to our judges on Sunday 
11 March – and win a prize.
Fri 9 – Sun 11 Mar 
Riverside Terrace Cafe, Level 2, 
Royal Festival Hall

Hair Nah
Play a fast-paced video 
game about a black woman 
who is tired of people 
touching her hair, created 
by game designer and art 
director Momo Pixel.
Wed 7 – Sun 11 Mar 
Blue Side Foyers, Level 2,  
Royal Festival Hall

Activism in the Archive
Come to the Archive Studio, 
where we are joined by The 
National Army Museum 
(Friday), Bishopsgate 
Institute (Saturday) and The 
Feminist Library (Sunday). 
They share fascinating 
original archival material 
from their collections.
Fri 9 Mar: 2pm – 5pm 
Sat 10 Mar: 11am – 5pm 
Sun 11 Mar: 11am – 5pm 
Archive Studio, Level 2,  
Royal Festival Hall

Face of Defiance
Don’t miss this exhibition 
featuring survivors 
of, and campaigners 
against, female genital 
mutilation (FGM). Created 
by photographer Jason 
Ashwood, psychotherapist 
and activist Leyla Hussein: 
and The Girl Generation, 
a global platform for the 
African-led movement to 
end FGM.
Wed 7 – Sun 11 Mar 
Green Side Foyers, Level 2, 
Royal Festival Hall

All of these events and 
exhibitions are free. 

Face of Defiance
Photograph by Jason Ashwood
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Enjoy our site

Crèche
Book your child for morning, 
afternoon or whole-day slots 
with storytelling and craft 
activities that are timed around 
the day’s events. All staff 
are fully qualified and have 
enhanced Disclosure and Barring 
Service (DBS) checks. A First 
Aid-trained paediatric member 
of staff is always present at the 
crèche.

Sunley Pavilion, Level 3,  
Royal Festival Hall

Saturday 10 March
9.30am – 4.30pm 
2.50pm – 6pm

Sunday 11 March
9.30am – 4.30pm 
2.50pm – 6pm

Tickets £5 half day, £8 whole day

Access
Southbank Centre is accessible 
to people with disabilities. Level 
access is available to all our 
venues. 

For a sheet of accessible events 
and further information, please 
visit the Information Desk on 
Level 2 at Royal Festival Hall or 
southbankcentre.co.uk/access

To join our Access Scheme and 
book concessionary tickets,
email accesslist@
southbankcentre.co.uk or call 
020 7960 4200

For any questions, email: 
access@southbankcentre.co.uk

Listings correct at time of going to press. 
Southbank Centre is a registered charity no. 298909


