
PRESS RELEASE: Wednesday 26th January 2022

PRS FOUNDATION AND SOUTHBANK CENTRE
ANNOUNCE COMMISSIONS TO BE PERFORMED AT THE
NEW MUSIC BIENNIAL FESTIVAL 2022

● New Music Biennial 2022 will celebrate its ten-year anniversary with
previous New Music Biennial works performed at the festival alongside
brand-new commissions

● Composers and music creators featured include: Yazz Ahmed, Paul Purgas,
AFRODEUTSCHE, Martin Green, Rakhi Singh / Vessel, Keeley Forsyth,
Coby Sey, Roopa Panesar, Dr Toby Young, Philip Herbert, Anna Meredith,
Brian Irvine and Jennifer Walshe, Daniel Elms, Errollyn Wallen, Philip
Venables and David Hoyle, Aidan O'Rourke and Kit Downes, Jason Yarde,
Jessica Curry, Arlene Sierra and Gazelle Twin.

● Festival is free but ticketed and will take place on 22 – 24 April in Coventry
and 1 – 3 July at the Southbank Centre

PRS Foundation and the Southbank Centre announce today pieces of new music to be performed
at their critically acclaimed free festival, New Music Biennial 2022. Presented in partnership with
Coventry UK City of Culture, BBC Radio 3 and NMC Recordings with support from Arts Council
of England, Arts Council of Northern Ireland and Paul Hamlyn Foundation, New Music Biennial
2022 will comprise 20 new pieces of music: ten brand new works selected from an open call and ten
pre-existing New Music Biennial works from across the last 10 years to mark its launch back in 2012.

Brand new pieces such as Yazz Ahmed’s “The Moon Has Become” and a new work for vocal
ensemble, electronics & violin by Rakhi Singh, Vessel & NYX Electronic Drone Choir, alongside
previous works “She Who” by Jessica Curry and “The Power of Glory” by Gazelle Twin will make up
two festival weekends of exceptional music. (See more info below)

With pieces from across all genres: from classical and chamber opera to jazz, folk and electronic,
each work is no longer than 15 minutes in duration to create a pop-up, interactive way for audiences
to discover new music by some of the most exciting composers and music creators in the UK today
including: Yazz Ahmed, Paul Purgas, AFRODEUTSCHE, Martin Green, Rakhi Singh /  Vessel,
Keeley Forsyth, Coby Sey, Roopa Panesar, Dr Toby Young, Philip Herbert, Anna Meredith,
Brian Irvine and Jennifer Walshe, Daniel Elms, Errollyn Wallen, Philip Venables and David
Hoyle Aidan O'Rourke and Kit Downes, Jason Yarde, Jessica Curry, Arlene Sierra and Gazelle
Twin.

The festival weekends will take place both in Coventry in various venues as part of the UK City of
Culture celebrations and London’s Southbank Centre on:

● Friday 22 – Sunday 24 April, Coventry (Free tickets released on 25 January 2022)

https://coventry2021.co.uk/


● Friday 1 – Sunday 3 July, Southbank Centre (Free tickets released on 23 March 2022)

In addition to the performances the New Music Biennial will be broadcast across BBC Radio 3 and
pieces will be available through NMC Recordings following the festivals. To ensure the New Music
Biennial can be experienced by all, the Southbank Centre will also be hosting a range of
free-to-attend public events which will be announced closer to the summer.

Music and the arts have never been more important with so many universal challenges facing
individuals, communities and the world. This year's New Music Biennial invited composers and
commissioning organisations to create a response - exploring the fantastical, imaginative and
transformational shift music can affect in confronting these threats and challenges whilst bringing joy
and excitement.

2022 will mark the tenth anniversary of the New Music Biennial since its launch as New Music 20x12
as part of the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad.  Since 2012 the initiative has seen critically acclaimed
pieces by composers and music creators including Anna Meredith, Mica Levi, Hannah Peel, Errollyn
Wallen, GoGo Penguin, Jessica Curry, Shingai Shoniwa, David Okumu, Mark Simpson, Eliza Carthy,
Gavin Bryars, Mark Anthony Turnage, Shiva Feshareki and Sam Lee with many pieces receiving
award nominations.

Elizabeth Sills, Grants & Programmes Manager at PRS Foundation said “We’re delighted to be
announcing the composers, music creators and commissioning organisations to be taking part in this
year’s New Music Biennial festival which will take place in Coventry as well as its spiritual home of the
Southbank Centre.  The incredible music that has been given a platform at this festival over the last
decade has been fantastic and the line-up for our 10th Anniversary celebration will showcase some of
those pieces alongside ten brand new pieces of excellent music. We’re very much looking forward for
festival weekends to start and for audiences to join this celebration and experience as many of the
pieces as possible.”

Gillian Moore CBE, Director of Music and Performing Arts, Southbank Centre “It's a privilege to
have been involved in the New Music Biennial since its beginnings in 2012, seeking out and
celebrating the most inventive, surprising and brilliant musical creativity from all corners of the UK.
The Biennial has become a joyful feature of the Southbank Centre's Summer, making it buzz with
people and sounds as the free weekend festival connects the banks of the Thames to new musical
ideas being created by artists from the Hebrides to Cornwall, from Belfast to Rural Wales, from Hull to
South London. It's a special joy to team up this year with Coventry UK City of Culture as well as our
regular partners the PRS Foundation, BBC Radio 3 and NMC Recordings, making sure that as many
people as possible get to hear what these musicians have to tell us.”

Chenine Bhathena, Creative Director at Coventry City of Culture Trust added “Coventry is a
music city, a longstanding pioneer of new music, so vital to our city's identity. The New Music Biennial
will allow us to showcase local and regional talent - Armonico Consort and Capsule - throw a spotlight
onto female talent helping deliver our commitment to PRS Foundation's Keychange Pledge, as well
as show off some of the handful of newly opened music venues in the city. With Coventry Music
Board we are keen to see more high profile music festival collaborations in years to come, to help
inspire a strong pipeline of emerging talent, reinforcing our status as a hotbed of music
innovation. Covering many musical and cultural genres I know that this festival will offer great
experiences for all of many communities and visitors.”

Alan Davey, Controller of BBC Radio 3 said, “For ten years the New Music Biennial has provided a
platform for the commissioning and performance of new music and I am proud of Radio 3’s continuing
support for this brilliant scheme. It’s so important we support composers and performers pushing the
boundaries of music and help bring their work to audiences hungry to experience sound that expands
the limits of perception and possibility, making the unthought of real. This year’s selection is exciting

https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/


and vital - what new music should be all about.  I look forward to Radio 3 bringing these wide-ranging
pieces to a wide audience.”

Eleanor Wilson, Creative Director, NMC Recordings said, "We are thrilled once again to be part of
New Music Biennial and provide a lasting legacy for PRS Foundation’s innovative series. The NMC
catalogue is all the richer thanks to the 60+ inspiring new works that span the last 10 years of the
series. They cover a range of genres and musical styles and are available worldwide to download and
stream.  We very much look forward to working with the composers and music creators of this year’s
new commissions."

Pieces included in this year’s New Music Biennial 2022

New works:
“The Moon Has Become” Commissioned by WOMAD written by Yazz Ahmed
A response to the Museum of the Moon by artist Luke Jerram (an installation featuring at this year’s
WOMAD festival), Yazz Ahmed’s piece will be presented as a surround-sound sonic artwork and
performed live by Yazz Ahmed's 11-piece ensemble. Inspired by the ethos of WOMAD and
celebrating 'a world that has no boundaries… through music and movement' Ahmed aims to create a
bond between the audience members, inviting them into the world of
electronic-Middle-Eastern-rave-jazz. Through her music, British-Bahraini trumpet player Yazz Ahmed
seeks to blur the lines between jazz and electronic sound design, bringing together the sounds of her
mixed heritage in what has been described as ‘psychedelic Arabic jazz, intoxicating and compelling’.
Her career has included collaborations with Radiohead and Transglobal Underground, and
commissions for Adult Swim and New York’s Festival of New Trumpet Music.

A new piece commissioned by Capsule - Supersonic Festival written by Paul Purgas
This project is a celebration and exploration of Tape. In the footsteps of Delia Derbyshire's trailblazing
work with the Radiophonic Workshop, Paul Purgas delves into the medium with a contemporary lens,
utilising new technologies. For the New Music Biennial 2022 we present the next generation of tape
music.  Paul Purgas is an artist and musician working with sound, performance and installation.
Originally trained as an architect he has presented projects with Tramway, Tate Modern, Camden Art
Centre and Spike Island and is currently a resident at Somerset House Studios.

A new piece commissioned by Manchester Camerata and NEWFORM written by
AFRODEUTSCHE
AFRODEUTSCHE, ‘Britain’s most adventurous orchestra’ and Robert Ames join forces for the
premiere of a bold new work representing the cutting edge of Manchester’s cultural and musical
language. AFRODEUTSCHE, otherwise known as Henrietta Smith-Rolla, is a British-born
Ghanaian/Russian/German artist, composer, producer and DJ based in Manchester. She recently
announced The People's Party, a major new Friday night show on 6Music. Manchester Camerata
celebrate their 50th anniversary this year, having continued to push boundaries and challenge
traditions throughout their history. Performing online orchestral raves to over a million people, touring
internationally with the world’s greatest classical musicians and running a ground-breaking community
focused social impact programme from their home, The Monastery in Gorton, is just a fraction of their
output. Following performances in Coventry and London as part of the New Music Biennial, the work
will tour nationally as part of Unquiet in late 2022.

“Split The Air”, Commissioned by The National Youth Brass Band of Great Britain and Lepus
Productions, written by Martin Green
Split The Air brings together multi-award winning musician, writer and Ivor Novello-winning composer
Martin Green and The National Youth Brass Band of Great Britain. A composer known for pushing



sonic boundaries leads the new generation of brass band players into unknown territories. Brass
bands are a hidden treasure in the wider music scene, but for over a century they have been at the
heart of local and industrial communities all over the UK. “Split The Air” brings scale and excitement,
presenting brass in its purest form and centring young players of this music at the heart of their
tradition and the future of the brass band community. This collaboration will present a new innovative
work at the New Music Biennial for brass band; inspired by band communities, the future of the
tradition, and brass bands' relationship to industry. The piece will push the band into new sonic
territory, and will provide young players with an opportunity to play genre-pushing new music at major
venues across the UK, while exploring what brass band music means for a new generation. The
National Youth Brass Band of Great Britain (NYBBGB) is the UK’s leading brass band charity for
children and young people, who exist to give the brightest young brass and percussion musicians the
opportunity to develop their musicianship, play together and inspire others.

New work by Rakhi Singh, Vessel & NYX Electronic Drone Choir
NYX is a collaborative drone choir, re-embodying live electronics and extended vocal techniques. With
visceral arrangements and original compositions by choir leader Sian O’Gorman, NYX looks to
reshape the role of the traditional female choir, testing the limits of organic and synthetic modulation to
explore the entire spectrum of collective female voice as an instrument. Rakhi Singh is a violinist,
collaborator and composer, releasing her debut EP on Icelandic label Bedroom Community in 2021,
alongside leading the group she co-founded, Manchester Collective to their proms debut weeks later.
Seb Gainsborough, also known as Vessel is a frequent collaborator of Singh’s, who has over recent
years shifted his practice from the strictly electronic across into the instrumental realm - developing
expansive new works, treading the uncanny ground of the organic and synthetic for the likes of
Somerset House and Aldeburgh Music. This trio of creative forces will combine to present a new work
for vocal ensemble, electronics and violin exploring Danish poet Inger Christensen’s masterpiece ‘It’.

“Bog Body (working title)”, Commissioned by Sound UK, written by Keeley Forsyth
“Bog Body (working title)” explores our relationship with the ancient ritualistic role, and environmental
importance, of peat bogs. A powerful, innovative, audio-visual performance piece crafted around the
drama of Forsyth’s voice in collaboration with composer Ross Downes. Keeley Forsyth is a composer,
singer and actor from Oldham in the north-west of England. Built upon sparse arrangements,
Forsyth’s music is centred around a singular, emotionally raw and magnetic vocal delivery, by turns
devastating and uplifting. Keeley Forsyth’s debut album Debris was released January 2020 via The
Leaf Label. Written in collaboration with pianist and composer Matthew Bourne. The critical response
was unanimously positive, with The Sunday Times declaring it “one of the most remarkable albums in
years”. February 2022 sees the release of her second LP titled “Limbs” which she produced and wrote
with Ross Downes and once again features Matthew Bourne. “Keeley Forsyth returns with another
uniquely powerful album. Sharing some tonal similarities with the recent explorations of Nick Cave
and Warren Ellis, it’s a sparse and stark record but also tender, poignant and potent.” 9/10 UNCUT.
Ross Downes is a British musician and fine artist who composes darkly ambient, electronic,
instrumental music. His recordings are filmic meditations combining atmospheric sound design with
influences from ambient, minimal, industrial and contemporary classical music. Downes has recently
collaborated with artists on large exhibitions, namely Laure Prouvost’s installation “Cockatoo Island” at
the Biennale of Sydney, Res-o-nant at the Jewish Museum, Berlin with Mischa Kabul and “Signal” at
the Museum Slaskie, Poland in collaboration with Cologne based artist Sebastian Freytag. His last LP
of electronic instrumentals, “Stacked Up At Zero” is available from Trestle Records.

“From The Vestry”, Commissioned by Serious and written by Coby Sey
Coby Sey is a vocalist, musician and DJ from South East London who offers a shifting, disorienting
vision of club music. Coby’s prolific, open-hearted creative presence in London has seen him develop
a formidable body of work in recent years, through both his own material and via close collaborations
and performances with a host of acclaimed artists including Tirzah, Mica Levi (with whom he features



in CURL) and Lafawndah.  Sey's music is reflective of his vast spectrum of influences, yet he remains
undeniably uniquely himself; experimenting with live instrumentation and electronic-based
productions, melding sounds with introspective lyrics into a dubbed-out anaesthesia. Live, these
dreamlike compositions are imbued with a heavy, uneasy dancefloor energy, often abetted by live
vocals as well as saxophone interjections c/o regular cohorts Ben Vince and CJ Calderwood. For the
New Music Biennial 2022, Coby will create a new 15 minute work in collaboration with a group of
entirely acoustic instrumentalists and singers – a radical departure for a musician and producer most
known for his electronic work. Building on his recent Purcell Room performance with members of the
London Contemporary Orchestra, Coby will both impart knowledge and learn from his collaborators to
enter into new musical territories, while introducing his and the wider audience to abroad array of
musical influences rarely heard together.

“The Crossing”, Commissioned by Opera North and written by Roopa Panesar
“The Crossing”, created by sitarist Roopa Panesar with jazz pianist Al MacSween for Opera North,
draws listeners deep into the emotional states and transformations innate to Indian classical raag.
The crossing and re-crossing of the improvisatory lines of sitar and piano, within an intensely intimate
environment inspired by traditional 'baithak' concerts, offers a collective moment of transformation- a
movement from loss toward renewal.  Roopa Panesar began her training under sitar maestro Ustad
Dharambir Singh MBE at the age of seven, and under the guidance of Pandit Arvind Parikh and Ustad
Shahid Parvez. With the incredible emotional depth of her sound, she has toured extensively in the
UK and Europe to major festivals and venues including WOMAD UK, Royal Festival Hall London,
BBC Radio 3, Brighton Festival, Darbar Festival at South Bank Centre, Birmingham Symphony Hall
and Colston Hall, Bristol. Roopa has collaborated with artists from many different genres, including
Talvin Singh, Laura Wright and Dirk Brosse, Belgian Symphony Orchestra and Limburg Symphony
Orchestra.

“Breathliness”, Commissioned by Armonico Consort and written by Toby Young
A fascination with the power of breath has been significant for millennia across many different cultures
– looping the globe and drawing on thousands of years of history with examples from indigenous and
ancient cultures, Western and Eastern religions, ritual ceremonies and working practices. Breathing
isn’t just a bodily function. It allows us to speak, laugh and sing. It connects us to the outside world. It
reflects our state of mind and can be consciously controlled. Breath has inspired art and literature. For
many it has spiritual and transcendental significance: a personal and cultural form of breathing which
goes so far beyond the simple act of keeping us alive. In the wake of Covid-19, being aware of our
breath is more important than ever. Following on from two recent collaborations between composer
Toby Young and saxophonist Amy Dickson, this new piece will sit between concerto and meditation,
reflecting on the relationships between body, breath and being. Toby and Amy are working on ways in
which a contemporary classical performance can harness the haunting tones of the soprano
saxophone to create a space of contemplation and invoke positive change, encouraging audiences to
reflect on an activity which they undertake, unnoticed, thousands of times a day, and on the
importance of good breathing and respiratory health for physical, mental and spiritual wellbeing.

A new piece commissioned by the BBC Concert Orchestra and written by Philp Herbert
More information to be announced shortly

Existing works:

“HandsFree”, Commissioned by National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain and written by Anna
Meredith
“HandsFree” enables young musicians to share their musicianship and creative inventiveness without
their instruments, through clapping, body percussion and beatboxing. This performance will feature
NYO Inspire musicians from all over the country and local musicians from Coventry and surrounding



areas, who play a range of orchestral and non-orchestral instruments. Set for flashmob style
performances in cities nationwide and as a surprise opener/encore to NYO concerts, Anna shaped
“HandsFree” in workshops with musicians in NYO for the first performances in 2012, in her words,
'building a piece they're excited to perform and want to own, that showcases their virtuosity to
audiences old and new'.

“13 Vices”, Commissioned by Moving on Music and written by Brian Irvine and Jennifer
Walshe
A collaboration between two of the UK and Ireland’s most dynamic compositional voices, Brian Irvine
and Jennifer Walshe, this piece explores the weird, humorous, dark and exotic world of contemporary
vices. Written for ensemble, improvisers, conductor and voice it melts the boundaries between various
disciplines including theatre, opera, poetry and contemporary music.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xo97ztKppIw

“Bethia”, Commissioned by BFI and written by Daniel Elms
Influenced by the natural landscape surrounding his Yorkshire Hometown, Daniel Elms’ piece for
acoustic and electronic instruments celebrates the maritime history of Hull using re-imagined sea
shanties and maritime hymns. It will be performed alongside projected film footage that has been
edited and adapted to create abstract ambience and light. Written for a small group of chamber
musicians the music will interweave cross-rhythms and interlocking harmony to create a texture
similar to that of a tremulous sea. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4Sm8l61dAk

“Mighty River”, Performed by National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain Music Festival and
written by Errollyn Wallen.  Originally commissioned by Oxford Contemporary
Exploring themes of slavery and freedom, “Mighty River” combines contemporary classical techniques
with spirituals which were introduced to Hull in 1871 by the Fisk Jubilee Singers – an
African-American a cappella choir of ex-slaves. The piece, written for orchestra, takes its inspiration
from William Wilberforce the English politician, philanthropist and leader of the movement to abolish
the slave trade who was, very fittingly, a native of Hull. Errollyn Wallen is at ease both as a
singer-songwriter of pop-influenced songs and a composer of contemporary new music. NYO and
NYO Inspire musicians have a deep connection with this music as they performed it, digitally, during
2020 as part of an exploration of racial equality and social justice through music.

“Illusions”, Commissioned and co-promoted by London Sinfonietta and written by Philip
Venables and David Hoyle
Illusions is politically-engaged contemporary music exploring themes of government, LGBT rights and
the rituals of music and art performance, featuring footage of avant-garde performance artist David
Hoyle. The interplay between music and the cut-up video snippets of Hoyle searing and topical
polemic is reflected in the erratic, boisterous and aggressive nature of the composition. The piece is
written for an ensemble of nine musicians and is an extended and further developed version of Philip
Venables’ existing composition which was part of the London Sinfonietta’s Notes to the New
Government in May 2015. Philip Venables’ music is often concerned with violence, politics and
speech within concert music and opera. Performance artist David Hoyles’ often focuses on themes in
the LGBT community attacking what he sees as dominant trends in ‘bourgeois Britain’.

“365” Commissioned by the Edinburgh Arts Book Festival and written by Aidan O'Rourke and
Kit Downes
This piece is about storytelling: about how to tell stories without saying too much. James Robertson
wrote a story every day for a year, each exactly 365 words. What began as an exercise became a
valued ritual and a captivating collection of tales, from the supernatural to the philosophical. Aidan
O’Rourke applied the same discipline to composition: a tune a day in response to Robertson’s stories.
The music is rooted in Scottish folk fiddling with Kit Downes on harmonium adding jazz and French



impressionism. The performance intertwines tunes with the words that inspired them. A series of
fleeting, vivid vignettes. https://aidanorourkemusic.bandcamp.com/album/the-best-of-365-2020

“Skip, Dash, Flow”, Commissioned by Wonderbrass and written by Jason Yarde
The composition takes audiences and players alike on a cultural voyage, following the Olympics from
its 2008 venue in Beijing, through London in 2012 and on to Rio de Janeiro. It also incorporates the
sounds of some sporting events as well as Chinese style pentatonic music, London Grime and Rio
Samba. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XMeraQV32fw

“She Who”, Commissioned by National Youth Choirs of Great Britain and written by Jessica
Curry
Jessica Curry takes two texts written by American feminist poet Judy Grahn and fuses them into a
compelling and innovative 15-minute choral work sung by the National Youth Chamber Choir of Great
Britain. The piece is written at a time where women are questioning the world they have been told to
accept, reconsidering history and community, and celebrating the power of the female.
https://open.spotify.com/album/17MAdWAK4RPsfGxY2M2COp

“Urban Birds”, Commissioned by INTER/actions Festival of Interactive Electronic and written
by Arlene Sierra
Arlene Sierra’s ‘Urban Birds’ brings together three international soloists Xenia Pestova Bennett, Sarah
Nicolls and Eliza McCarthy in a tour de force for three pianos with electronics, sampled birdsong, and
percussion. The work combine spectacle with refined classical keyboard artistry, juxtaposing harmony,
rhythmic drive, and sounds from nature in a powerful and engaging way.
https://open.spotify.com/album/0slwp9wEzWEQzN8todyV0k

“The Power of Glory”, Commissioned by BBC Concert Orchestra and written by Gazelle Twin
Composer, producer and musician Gazelle Twin’s* collaboration with composer Max de Wardener
brings the blend of traditional musical concepts and futuristic pop from her latest album Pastoral (an
album of 2018 for BBC6Music, The Quietus and many more) to a full symphony orchestra. Gazelle
Twin is the moniker for performance artist, composer and producer Elizabeth Bernholz whose
conceptual albums present dystopian themes through unconventional electronic production and
extraordinary live performances which feature changing personas.
https://open.spotify.com/album/16W2u4L7p06SZr8hLAkLvn

Ends.

For more information about the New Music Biennial visit www.newmusicbiennial.co.uk

For further information please contact:
Leanne Mison, Bang On PR
07816060425 / leanne@bangonpr.com

Liam McMahon, Senior Communications Manager, PRS Foundation
07834625985 / liam@prsfoundation.com

Jasper Watkins, Press Manager, Music, Southbank Centre
07974897119 /jasper.watkins@southbankcentre.co.uk

For further information about the application contact:
Elizabeth Sills, Grants & Programmes Manager, PRS Foundation
0203 741 4666 / elizabeth@prsfoundation.com

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XMeraQV32fw
http://www.newmusicbiennial.co.uk
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Notes to Editors

About PRS Foundation
Since 2000 PRS Foundation has given more than £41 million to over 8,100 new music initiatives. 8
out of 12 Mercury Prize 2021 nominees had received PRS Foundation support and the charity has
supported BRITS, RPS, AIM and Ivors Award-winners.

PRS Foundation supports outstanding talent from all backgrounds, covering the whole of the UK and
all genres, with grantee success stories including Little Simz, Wolf Alice, Dave, Sam Fender, Years &
Years, AJ Tracey, Anna Meredith, Yola, Glass Animals, Ezra Collective, Jade Bird, Ghetts, Shiva
Feshareki, Sarathy Korwar, Floating Points, Nadine Shah, The Fanatix, Imogen Heap, IDLES, Kae
Tempest, Kojey Radical and Emily Burns.

Widely respected as an inclusive, collaborative and proactive funding body, PRS Foundation supports
an exceptional range of new music activity through direct grants to music creators and through
support for pioneering organisations, including venues, festivals, promoters and other talent
development organisations. PRS Foundation founded the Women Make Music fund, co-founded
global gender equality initiative, Keychange and most recently launched the POWER UP initiative to
tackle anti-Black racism in music. www.prsfoundation.com

The Southbank Centre
The Southbank Centre is the UK’s largest arts centre occupying a prominent riverside location that
sits in the midst of London’s most vibrant cultural quarter on the South Bank of the Thames. We exist
to present great cultural experiences that bring people together and we achieve this by providing the
space for artists to create and present their best work and by creating a place where as many people
as possible can come together to experience bold, unusual and eye-opening work. We want to take
people out of the everyday, every day.

The site has an extraordinary creative and architectural history stretching back to the 1951 Festival of
Britain. The Southbank Centre is made up of the Royal Festival Hall, Queen Elizabeth Hall, Purcell
Room and Hayward Gallery as well as being home to the National Poetry Library and the Arts Council
Collection. It is also home to four Resident Orchestras (London Philharmonic Orchestra, Philharmonia
Orchestra, London Sinfonietta and Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment) and four Associate
Orchestras (Aurora Orchestra, BBC Concert Orchestra, Chineke! Orchestra and National Youth
Orchestra of Great Britain). www.southbankcentre.co.uk

Coventry UK City of Culture 2021
Coventry UK City of Culture 2021 commenced on 15 May 2021, running for 12 months. The 365-day
cultural programme reflects Coventry as a diverse, modern city, demonstrating that culture is a force
that changes lives. Coventry is the UK’s only city of peace and reconciliation, and known
internationally as a city of welcome, a city of activists and pioneers, innovation, and invention, and
now a City of Culture.

Coventry is the city where movement began, from innovation in the transport industry to a history of
welcome, it has moved people for centuries. For a whole year, Coventry is celebrating with events,
music, dance, theatre, and large-scale spectacle. As well as the expected celebrations, it is throwing a
spotlight onto city voices with a range of hyper local experiences and ways to get involved across
every neighbourhood. And it’s not just Coventry. This epic celebration also witnesses the entire region
getting involved and benefitting from the opportunities that being City of Culture brings.

Our year of culture is co-created with the people of Coventry and is bringing about long-term social,
economic, and cultural benefits.

http://www.prsfoundation.com
http://www.southbankcentre.co.uk



