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Empowering the next generation of Black creatives — Apple
expands its Racial Equity and Justice Initiative to the UK through a
new partnership with the Southbank Centre
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(L to R): Tim Cook, Misan Harriman, and Photo-Fantastic participants Sofia Mpanda and
Grace Olanma Etigwe-Uwa © Brooks Kraft

Apple and the Southbank Centre today launched a groundbreaking partnership to support Black
creatives in the UK.

The ambitious programme is part of Apple’s global Racial Equity and Justice Initiative (REJI) — and
represents Apple’s first REJI expansion into Europe. Together, Apple and the Southbank Centre will
support emerging Black talent, helping to provide the tools and resources for aspiring creatives in the
UK to develop their own voices and position themselves for long-lasting careers in their chosen fields.

The partnership, which will launch later this Autumn, has two key components:
e Southbank Centre will provide an intensive, industry-led training and development program to

help address and remove the structural barriers Black creatives often face in the creative
industries.


https://bynder.southbankcentre.co.uk/web/31783fdd74fa0643/apple---southbank-centre-partnership/

e Southbank Centre will collaborate with local schools to spark a passion for creativity among
the next generation of talent, providing a powerful experience for participants early in their
creative journeys.

These two distinct programs will be offered across three creative hubs in London, Birmingham, and
Manchester.

Together, Apple and the Southbank Centre aim to reduce the barriers that currently exist for talented
Black creatives. Through Apple’s Racial Equity and Justice Initiative, this collaboration aims to inspire
future generations to take part in building a cultural legacy for the UK.

“We all have a part to play when it comes to creating a more equitable world,” said Alisha Johnson,
Apple’s director of REJI. “We're thrilled to support the Southbank Centre’s important work to uplift the
next generation of Black creatives and to expand our Racial Equity and Justice Initiative to the UK."

Elaine Bedell, CEO of the Southbank Centre, added: “At the Southbank Centre, we believe that
everyone should have equal access to art and creativity and it's our founding principle. We're proud
to partner with Apple on their first Racial Equity and Justice Initiative in the UK, to help nurture and
grow the pipeline of diverse creative talent across the country.”

Apple’s relationship with the Southbank Centre began in summer 2022 with support for the Southbank
Centre’s Photo-Fantastic accelerator programme for aspiring image makers. Fifteen emerging,
London-based Black photographers took part, and their work has been exhibited at the Southbank
Centre throughout September.
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NOTES TO EDITORS

Further information on Photo-Fantastic here.

About the Southbank Centre
The Southbank Centre is the UK’s largest arts centre occupying a prominent riverside location that sits in the

midst of London’s most vibrant cultural quarter on the South Bank of the Thames. We exist to present great
cultural experiences that bring people together and we achieve this by providing the space for artists to create
and present their best work and by creating a place where as many people as possible can come together to
experience bold, unusual and eye-opening work. We want to take people out of the everyday, every day. The
site has an extraordinary creative and architectural history stretching back to the 1951 Festival of Britain. The
Southbank Centre is made up of the Royal Festival Hall, Queen Elizabeth Hall, Purcell Room and Hayward
Gallery as well as being home to the National Poetry Library and the Arts Council Collection. It is also home to


https://bynder.southbankcentre.co.uk/web/31783fdd74fa0643/apple---southbank-centre-partnership/
https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/creative-learning/emerging-artists-creatives/photo-fantastic

six Resident Orchestras (Aurora Orchestra, Chineke! Orchestra, London Philharmonic Orchestra, London
Sinfonietta, Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment and Philharmonia Orchestra).
https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/
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LOTTERY FUNDED

Supported using public funding by

ARTS COUNCIL HERE

FOR
ENGLAND CULTURE
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