












At a glance

Thu 18 Oct
10.30am Pram Jam: Words  BB 
 and Rhymes
7.30pm  Constructing  NPL 

Spaces Opening
7.30pm  An Evening with  RFH 

Roger Daltrey
7.45pm  Olga Tokarczuk  PR 

in Conversation
7.45pm  In Search of a Better  L5 

Life: Esi Edugyan &  
Aida Edemariam 

Fri 19 Oct
11am  Constructing  NPL 

Spaces 
1pm  Friday Lunch:  CB 

Bridget Minamore
5.30pm  Friday Tonic:  QF 

Heaux Noire
7pm Slay in Your Lane PR
7.30pm  An Evening with  QEH 

Sally Field

Sat 20 Oct
11am  Constructing  NPL 

Spaces
11am  Finding Your Voice  FP 

Workshop with  
E Lockhart

12 noon  Terrance Hayes &  PR 
Sarah Churchwell on 
American Dreams

12 noon Weaving an Odyssey QF
12.30pm  Tales from The  QF 

Odyssey
2pm  Madeline Miller  FP  

Masterclass on 
Rewriting Myth

2pm  Marilynne Robinson  QEH 
in Conversation 

2pm Men of Myth L5
2.30pm Tales from The  QF 
 Odyssey
3.30pm What Makes a Man? L5
5pm  Women Rewriting   PR 

Homer: Madeline  
Miller & Sharlene Teo

7.30pm  Carol Ann Duffy  QEH 
and Friends

7.30pm  Polari: First Book  L5 
Prize

8pm  Akala and David  RFH 
Olusoga: Striking  
the Empire

Sun 21 Oct
11am  Constructing  NPL 

Spaces
12 noon Weaving an Odyssey QF
12 noon  National Poetry  SP 

Library Open Day: 
Odysseys

12.30pm  Tales from The  QF 
Odyssey

2pm  An Introduction to  QEH 
The Odyssey

2.30pm  Tales from The  QF 
Odyssey

4pm  The Odyssey Live  QEH 
Reading

6.30pm  Chibundu Onuzo:  PR 
1991

8pm Poetic Odysseys NPL

Mon 22 Oct
10.30am Rise and Rhyme TCB
11am Dead Reckoning TCB
2pm  The Bolds with PR  

Julian Clary &  
David Roberts

3.45pm Bedtime Stories TCB
6.30pm  Harlem Renaissance  NPL 

Book Club
7.30pm  André Aciman:  PR 

Enigma Variations

Tue 23 Oct

10.30am Rise and Rhyme TCB
10.30am  Pram Jam: Words BB  

and Rhymes
11am  Constructing   NPL 

Spaces
11.30am  Stories and Songs TCB  

from the Seven Seas  
2pm  Nadia Shireen: L5  

Billy and the Beast
3.45pm Bedtime Stories TCB
7pm  And the Air Sang: PR  

20 Years of Foyle  
Young Poets

7pm  Revolution, Past L5 
and Future Legacies:  
SI Leeds Prize 
For Women of Colour 

7.30pm  Salman Rushdie: RFH 
From Midnight’s 
Children to Trump’s 
America

7.30pm Broken BR

Wed 24 Oct

10.30am Rise and Rhyme TCB
11am  Constructing NPL 

Spaces
11am The Puppet Odyssey TCB
2pm  Laura Dockrill: L5  

Angry Cookie
3.45pm Bedtime Stories TCB
7.30pm Voices From Prison BR
8pm  Emirati Poets in   NPL  

London

Thu 25 Oct

10.30am Rise and Rhyme TCB
10.30am  Pram Jam: Words BB  

and Rhymes
11am  Constructing   NPL  

Spaces
11am  A Great Big Poetry TCB 

Workshop
2pm Let’s Get Gobby! TCB
2pm Knights and Bikes L5
3.45pm Bedtime Stories TCB

7pm  Somali Women BR 
Poets: the Next 
Generation 

7.30pm  Melvyn Bragg and  PR 
Simon Tillotson:  
In Our Time

Fri 26 Oct

10.30am Rise and Rhyme TCB
11am  Constructing   NPL 

Spaces
11am Big Rap Workshop TCB
1pm  Friday Lunch:  TCB 

Bellatrix (solo)
2pm  Liz Pichon’s  QEH  

Monster Fun with  
Tom Gates

2.30pm Beatbox Workshop TCB
3.45pm Bedtime Stories TCB
5.30pm  Friday Tonic:   QF 

SXWKS – Jolade,  
Sarah Aluko and  
Keziah Who 

6.45pm  Lemn Sissay  L5 
Presents Creative 
Future Literary  
Awards

7.30pm  Olafur Eliasson: QEH 
Experience

Sat 27 Oct

10.30am Rise and Rhyme TCB
11am  Constructing   NPL 

Spaces
11am Travelling Tales TCB
11.45am YA Day Fair QF
11.45am Young Adult Friction PR
12 noon  Visions of Latin L5 

America: Featuring 
Samanta Schweblin

1.15pm Fierce Fairytales PR
2.30pm  Visions of England: L5  

Melissa Harrison and 
Sam Byers

3pm  Under the Skin:  PR 
Knowing Your 
Characters

3.45pm Bedtime Stories TCB
4.15pm   Love in America  PR 

with Adam Silvera  
and Becky Albertalli

5.30pm YA Poets’ Showcase PR
7.45pm  Soraya Chemaly  PR 

and Laura Bates: 
Feminism in  
Trump’s America 

Sun 28 Oct

11am  Constructing    NPL 
Spaces

3pm  Satire in Surreal  PR 
Times

7.30pm Sue Perkins RFH 
7.30pm  Mohsin Hamid   QEH 

and Riz Ahmed: 
Migration and Magic  

RFH Royal Festival Hall

QEH Queen Elizabeth Hall

QF Queen Elizabeth Hall Foyer

PR Purcell Room at Queen Elizabeth Hall

BR  Blue Room, Level 1, Royal Festival Hall

CB  Central Bar, Level 2, Royal Festival Hall

BB  Blue Bar, Level 4, Royal Festival Hall

L5  Level 5 Function Room, Green Side, 
Royal Festival Hall

FP  Foyle Pavilion, Level 3, Blue Side,  
Royal Festival Hall

SP  St Paul’s Roof Pavilion, Level 6,  
Blue Side, Royal Festival Hall

TCB  The Clore Ballroom, Level 2,  
Royal Festival Hall

NPL   National Poetry Library, Level 5,  
Blue Side, Royal Festival Hall

Family 
Performance 
Talk

Workshop

Exhibition

Poetry

Fair




