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Harry Styles announced as curator of 2026 Meltdown
festival in the Southbank Centre’s 75th anniversary year

Credit: Harry Styles © Laura Coulson

The Southbank Centre today announces Harry Styles as curator of its 2026 Meltdown
festival.

Harry joins a long line of prestigious past curators including David Bowie, Yoko Ono, Patti
Smith, Nile Rodgers and many more.

This year marks a landmark edition of the world’s longest-running artist-curated music
festival, presented as part of the Southbank Centre’s 75th anniversary year.

The Southbank Centre, a place that brings different art forms together and is open to all, will
see Styles take its artistic reins for 11 days and curate its annual multi-arts festival, spanning
the 11-acre site (11 — 21 June 2026).

Commenting on his curatorship, Harry Styles said: “I’'m deeply honoured to curate the
Meltdown festival, especially for the Southbank Centre’s 75th anniversary year. My goal as
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the curator is to share the music and art that | love, and to celebrate the rich history of the
venue. We both share a passionate belief that music is a vital part of life. It brings us
together and the Southbank Centre has been at the heart of it, providing easy access to
great music for the past 75 years. I'm incredibly grateful to Southbank for having me, it'’s
really exciting for me to have this opportunity in such an iconic venue.”

Harry Styles’ curatorship of Meltdown will draw on his broad influences — from pop, soul,
electronic and rock to underground scenes and emerging young British talent. Alongside a
headline concert from Harry Styles himself, the festival will offer a public programme of
interactive, participatory and free events, designed to engage young people across the UK
and reflect ways younger audiences increasingly experience culture.

Mark Ball, Artistic Director of the Southbank Centre, said: “Harry Styles is an iconic
British artist with a global influence whose impact extends across artistic disciplines,
generations and borders. We are thrilled and excited that Harry Styles’ Meltdown sits at the
heart of a 75th anniversary year that champions young people, their curiosity and creative
freedom. Throughout our 75-year history, the Southbank Centre has existed to give our
greatest artists a platform to take creative risks and present work that pushes contemporary
culture info new and unexpected directions. Harry Styles’ Meltdown feels like a natural
expression of what the Southbank Centre exists to do, and we are delighted to become his
creative playground in our anniversary year.”

Jane Beese, Head of Contemporary Music at the Southbank Centre, said: “/t’s a real
privilege to welcome an artist with the cultural impact and presence of Harry Styles as
curator of Meltdown in our 75th anniversary year at the Southbank Centre. His openness,
warmth and instinct for collaboration feel perfectly aligned with the spirit at the heart of the
festival. We’'re excited to see his vision play out across the whole site, creating space for
connection, discovery and joy, and inviting audiences into a Meltdown that reflects the
breadth, playfulness and generosity of his artistic world.”

Established in 1993, Meltdown has become one of the Southbank Centre’s most distinctive
contributions to the UK’s cultural landscape, inviting an artist each year to curate a
programme that captures the creative energy of its moment and the interests of the curator.
Harry Styles’ Meltdown, presented during the Southbank Centre’s 75th anniversary year,
honours that tradition while reaffirming the Southbank Centre’s ongoing commitment to
supporting interdisciplinary practice and the next generation of cultural innovators.

Harry Styles will be Meltdown’s 31st curator. Past curators include Little Simz (2025),
Chaka Khan (2024), Grace Jones, David Byrne, Yoko Ono, Nile Rodgers, M.I.A., David
Bowie and Patti Smith.

This summer will also see Harry Styles embark on his Together, Together tour, a highly
anticipated series including a record-breaking 12 performances (12 — 29 June & 1 —4 July
2025) at Wembley Stadium. Harry Styles’ Meltdown will provide a uniquely different
experience of his artistry, with an opportunity to see his vision take over the Southbank
Centre’s multi-venue site.

Harry Styles’ Meltdown takes place 11 — 21 June 2026. Full line-up and dates for ticket
releases will be announced in Spring 2026. www.southbankcentre.co.uk/meltdown
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About the Southbank Centre

The Southbank Centre is the UK'’s largest multi-arts centre and engages the most diverse audiences
of any performing arts organisation in the UK. Our biggest venue, the Royal Festival Hall (2,700
seats) is the lasting legacy of the 1951 Festival of Britain and the ambition and values of that project —
that arts, ideas, innovation and culture can heal communities and should be available and accessible
to everyone — are still our guiding principles today. The Southbank Centre is uniquely able to offer a
wide-ranging, inclusive and world-class artistic programme spanning contemporary visual arts, music,
dance, performance, literature, comedy and spoken word across the Royal Festival Hall, Queen
Elizabeth Hall, Purcell Room, the Hayward Gallery and our free spaces. We are also home to the
National Poetry Library, the National Academy for Social Prescribing (NASP), two resident
organisations (Kinetika Bloco and Tomorrow’s Warriors) and six resident orchestras (Aurora
Orchestra, Chineke! Orchestra, London Philharmonic Orchestra, London Sinfonietta, Orchestra of the
Age of Enlightenment and Philharmonia Orchestra).

www.southbankcentre.co.uk

About Harry Styles

Harry Styles has become one of the most influential forces in modern culture—but he keeps hitting
new peaks. The British singer-songwriter’s new album is a deeply personal statement: Kiss All the
Time. Disco, Occasionally. It arrives March 6, nearly four years after his modern classic Harry’s
House, the Grammy-winning Album of the Year for 2023.

“Aperture” sets the tone for the whole album: experimental, wildly adventurous, flamboyantly original,
with the message: “We belong together.” It's the sound of an artist who feels free and confident to try
anything, with his longtime collaborator Kid Harpoon. Like the rest of the album, it breaks new ground
for an artist who keeps refusing to repeat himself.

Styles surprised everyone with his first solo albums, 2017’s Harry Styles and 2019’s Fine Line, on
Columbia Records. He defied cliches with sophisticated songwriting that established him as a fiercely
independent voice. Harry’s House blew up into a record-breaking cultural phenomenon, reaching #1
in 28 countries. “As It Was” became one of the biggest hits of all time, topping the Billboard chart for
15 weeks—unprecedented for a solo artist. He returns to the stage in 2026 with his global Together,
Together tour. Kiss All The Time, Disco, Occasionally proves he’s still pushing the boundaries, as one
of the most unpredictable and ambitious artists in the music world. Nobody can ever guess his next
move—and it’s clear that he likes it that way.

About Meltdown

The Southbank Centre’s award-winning Meltdown festival has been running annually since 1993 and
is the longest-running artist-curated music festival in the world. Each year the Southbank Centre
invites a different cultural figure to act as curator and select performers and events of their choosing.
Previous curators are: Little Simz, Chaka Khan, Christine and the Queens, Grace Jones, Nile
Rodgers, Robert Smith, M.lLA., Guy Garvey, David Byrne, James Lavelle, Yoko Ono, Anohni, Ray
Davies, Richard Thomson, Ornette Coleman, Massive Attack, Jarvis Cocker, Patti Smith, Morrissey,
Lee Scratch-Perry, David Bowie, Robert Wyatt, Scott Walker, Nick Cave, John Peel, Laurie Anderson,
Magnus Lindberg, Elvis Costello, Louis Andriessen and George Benjamin. Previous performers
include Philip Glass, Lou Reed, Ivor Cutler, Sonic Youth, Suicide, Nina Simone, Blur, Radiohead,
David Gilmour, Coldplay, Mercury Rev, Television, The Dandy Warhols, The Polyphonic Spree, The
Yeah Yeah Yeahs, Nancy Sinatra, Bert Jansch, Jeff Beck, John Cale, Iggy & The Stooges, Motorhead,
Massive Attack, Moby, Nine Inch Nails, The Libertines, The Cure and Femi Kuti. Meltdown has a
reputation for staging one-off performances and collaborations by legendary artists. Patti Smith
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performed Horses in full for her Meltdown; Ray Davies re-staged the TV pop show ‘Ready Steady
Go!’; Jeff Buckley played his final UK show at Elvis Costello's Meltdown; The New York Dolls reunited
for Morrissey; Nick Cave, Grace Jones and Pete Doherty sang Disney songs with Jarvis Cocker; and
a rare live performance from Cocteau Twins’ Elizabeth Fraser was part of Anohni’s Meltdown. Robert
Smith’s 2018 Meltdown and Grace Jones’ 2022 Meltdown were both nominated for Music Week
Awards Festival of the Year with Smith’s also winning the AIM Independent Music Awards ‘Act of
Independence’ Award.



